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Dear Families, Staff, Students and Friends 

    
I would like to extend a warm welcome to everyone as we begin a new year together at St 
Therese. I hope that you have all had a restful and enjoyable break with families and friends. 
We welcome your presence at school, and encourage you to be active partners in the 
education of your children. We particularly welcome our new families and students and our 
Foundation children as well as new teachers Jan Fagan Deputy Principal, Liam Jackson in 
grades 5/6, Jayden Exell and Teegan Laffin, Learning Support Officers,  and Julie Nicholson 
and Leanne Todd who are returning from maternity leave. 
 
As we start a new year together, there are many who are new and 
many who will experience something that is new, this could be new 
roles, being in a new place or being challenged by new perspectives. 
A new year brings with it new opportunities, new friendships, new 
colleagues, new beginnings, enhanced with the warmth of welcome 
and hospitality. Each of us is called to be open in both mind and 
spirit to the endless possibilities ahead. 
 
Thank you to the staff of St Therese for their preparation, ensuring 
that the start of the year has been so smooth and a welcoming 
experience for the families and students. Thank you also to the 
Parents and Friends for organising the morning tea for the new 
families on the first day of school. 
 
Prayer for the Beginning of the School Year 

 
“Dear Lord, as we begin this new school year, we gather once again as your community of 
believers. We thank you for the energy and the spirit that you renewed in us through the 

summer months. 
We thank you for the time to enjoy our family and friends and to reflect on what is important in our lives. Let this year be 
marked by enthusiasm and love so that, with the inspiration of your Spirit, we may continue to grow in our faith. 
Help us to fulfil Your hope for us with honest intentions and works of faith. 
Let us be gentle with ourselves and bring laughter, joy and love to others. 
We ask this in your name. Amen.” 

http://www.sttorquay.catholic.edu.au/


Hello St. Therese and welcome to a new school year. I just wanted to say 
how excited I am to be working here. I have already noticed a warmth and 
welcoming nature in the school, which has made my 'new beginning' much 
easier. 
I have worked in many catholic schools and in many roles over my time in catholic education, but 
most recently, and for the last sixteen years, I worked at St. Patrick's in Geelong West. I had a 
number of roles there and feel privileged to continue as Deputy Principal at this wonderful school.  
I live in Belmont, so not too far down the highway and am married with three grown up children. 
Speaking to the new prep parents this week, brought back all of the emotions of sharing the 
education of your precious ones with people you may not know well. The time goes so quickly and 
it is a time for building lifelong friendships, for your children and for you. 
I have only been here a short time but I would like to assure you that your children are in great 
hands. The teachers have modelled an enthusiasm and willingness to create a safe and inviting 
environment and they are working hard to ensure that all areas of your child's development is 
catered for - academic, social, spiritual and physical.  
I hope to meet you all over the coming weeks and I do apologise in advance if it takes me a while to remember names.  
Thank you to Noel and Fr Linh for giving me this opportunity and thank you for allowing me to be a part of your family's’ 
journey. 
Jan 
 
Beginning of Year/Ash Wednesday Mass: 
Our St Therese Beginning of School Year/Ash Wednesday Mass will be held next Wednesday Feb 14 at 10am at St 
Therese Church. All students from Yr 1-6 will be present. At the Beginning of School Year Mass, we will be presenting 
the Year 6 Leadership badges. 
 
Supervision of students: 
St Therese School offers a service through Camp Australia to provide Before School Care for students to be supervised 
before classes commence each week day from 7.00am to 8.40am. The School asks that parents consider utilising the 
Before School Care Program if supervision is required before 8.40am.  Please also note that when dropping off students 
before school, yard supervision is from 8 40 a.m. We appreciate your ongoing support. 
 
Staff commissioning Mass: 
Last Sunday, staff  from St. Therese and Lisieux schools attended a staff commissioning mass at St. Therese Church. 
During the mass, new and existing staff were welcomed into the faith community and committed to the role as leaders of 
faith in our Catholic School. We thank the staff for their commitment to the students and families at our Parish schools. 
 
School Closure Day Friday February 23: 
A whole school Closure Day will be held on Friday February 23. On this day, staff will continue to work with David 
Anderson. David has been working with our learning leaders over the past 2 years and will now focus on whole staff 
professional learning. Staff will focus on the area of highly effective Learning and teaching, including the 4 key processes 
that we operate with children: 

1. Learning for Deep understanding 
2. Genuine Inquiry 
3. Self Responsibility 
4. Collaboration 

 
School Closure Day Friday 16 March: 
On this day, all staff will be updating their First Aid qualifications.  
 
School Fees: To benefit from the $300 Discount fees need to be paid in full by February 15  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Helpers needed for the Parents and Friends upcoming events: 
We thank the Parents and Friends for their continued support of the students at St. Therese. To enable the wider aspect of 
the curriculum to eventuate, we need your support for several upcoming events. These events also provide a great social 
outlet for parents to connect and work together to support the students. 
 

● Shrove Tuesday February 13 - We have our traditional Pancake Day. BBQ's will be ready and waiting at the 
school with the pancake mixture and everything needed. Helpers just BYO spatula and start flipping!  

 
● Cross Country Friday February 16 - We cut up the fruit for the kids and need helpers to BYO chopping boards 

and an knife! The fruit and trestles will be ready and waiting at the beach. Afterwards  the school will take 
everything left over back to the school.  

 
We are calling out for two coordinators and helpers for these events.  A folder is available with details on how each day is 
run, with everything pre-ordered and ready for you on the day. 
 
Please RSVP to sttheresepandf@gmail.com if you can coordinate either of these school events or help out on the day. 
 
P & F will hold a meeting in the hall meeting room at 9am Monday February 12 
 
I encourage you to please support these events. 
Noel Dillon, Principal 
 
5 Secrets - to develop confidence and resilience - By Georgina Manning  
 
Wednesday February 14 @ 7.00pm in the hall 
I'm sure those that were in attendance at last years session would speak highly of the presentation from Georgina 
Manning. As a school we are committed to ensuring a strong sense of wellbeing in students. The staff have identified 
Student Wellbeing as a clear priority and will continue to work with “Project Thrive”.( http://www.projectthrive.com.au/ ) 
 
 Below is a link for Georgia's presentation that I would encourage all parents to read. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B16WjNQhHiQ6MWlGZkhwVFg4VU0/view?usp=sharing 
 
“ St Therese school has established a warm and welcoming environment based on a whole school commitment to student 
wellbeing.”  
Rhonda Geary School reviewer 2016 
 

Our job:  
• Train our children to deal with things when they go wrong  

• Not to save them  
• Not to solve problems from them – just coach! 

 • Teach them to have a go at new things & not avoid difficulties 
 • Teach them to not be afraid of life 

 • Let them get up themselves when they fall 
 • Give them space to make mistakes – lots of learning opportunities  

• Not to hover, but coach from the sidelines 
 • Don’t steal their important moments of experiencing failure 

 • Teach them to be as independent as possible 
 • Clear boundaries – it’s ok to say no 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.projectthrive.com.au/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B16WjNQhHiQ6MWlGZkhwVFg4VU0/view?usp=sharing


 
 
 
Parent Education Evening: Wednesday February 21: 
Each year, the school offers an information evening for parents. On this evening, each classroom teacher, as part of their 
unit, will share with parents the important information about your child’s classroom. 
Information shared will include: approaches to learning and teaching, the importance of partnerships with parents and 
students, as well as some detail around the day to day functioning of the year level. 
 
The second half hour will enable parents to wander and talk with staff from other areas of the school. This provides an 
opportunity for parents with more than one child, to access other areas of the school and staff.  
 
We would encourage a parent from each family to attend the evening as it will create an opportunity for parents to touch 
base with, and be informed about, their children’s education. It will also allow for parents to put a face to a name in regard 
to teachers in the learning communities. 
  
We look forward to seeing you all there. 
  
Format: 
Foundation 
2.45- 3.15 (Tuesday February 20) and 6:30 – 7:30 (Wednesday February 21). Parents are asked to attend one of these 
sessions. 
  
Year 1/2 
6.30-7.00 - Formal presentations–1/2 Area (Main Building) 
7.00- 7.30 – Informal opportunity to visit other areas and talk to staff 
  
Year 3/4 
7.00-7.30 - Formal presentations– 3/4 Area (main building) 
7.30 - 8.00 – Informal opportunity to visit other areas and talk to staff 
  
Year 5/6 
7.00-7.30 - Formal presentations– 5/6 Area 
7.30 - 8.00 – Informal opportunity to visit other areas and talk to staff 
 
Athletics skills program: 
Dear families, 
We have had many expression of interest in continuing the athletics sessions from term 4 last year. 
  
The sessions have been designed to teach children skills in running that will transfer to all sports. (There will be sessions 
for Foundation to grade 6 sessions) Coaches will be Noel Dillon, Narelle Schmidt and Leigh Kentish. 
  
To be part of the sessions, students attending must commit to all session and the time allocation and be disciplined, 
focused and dedicated. We welcome children who show respect for other athletes, and coaches. Parents attendance at all 
sessions is appreciated. 
  
The days we have available are Wednesday mornings from 8.00am – 8.30am and Thursday afternoons from 3.00pm for 
Foundation students and 3.30pm – 4.20pm for Grade 1 – 6. Dates will be finalised once we have an indication of 
numbers, but we are hoping to start next week and run for the weeks leading up to our athletics sports on the March 9. 
  
If you are interested in your child/ren attending the program or have any questions, please email Noel 
ndillon@sttorquayt.catholic.edu by this Monday February 9. 
  
Once again we thank Narelle and Leigh for giving up their time and expertise to present the program. 
  
Noel Dillon Narelle Schmidt and Leigh Kentish 
 



 
 



 
 



School Pick up on Monday February 12 and the Queens Baton Relay. 
Dear families 
The Queen’s Baton Relay begins at Torquay College on Eton Rd at 2.45pm and finishes at Point Danger at 3.40pm. The 
Baton Relay will have special significance to St Therese because of the proximity of the school to the Queen’s Baton 
Relay route. The Queen’s Baton Relay will be conducted under a rolling road closure whereby Victoria Police form an 
envelope around the baton bearer and support convoy, closing the roads ahead, and progressively reopening the roads 
once the baton bearer and the convoy have passed. This will impact on school pick up time, so I have included the 
following information. Due to the time of the Baton Relay near our school, we will be unable to take children to the 
various checkpoints to view the relay. Parents are welcome to sign their child/ren out and take them to the various 
locations. All students will have an opportunity to view the Baton and listen to a presentation at Torquay College 
on the day. Our students will walk to Torquay College at 2.15am for a short presentation. They will return to 
school at 3.00pm  
We congratulate Aurelia Kemp mother of Jess, Prep, Jack 3/4 and Tom 1/2. Aurelia was chosen to carry the baton for a 
leg in Torquay for her contribution to the sport for Karate, coaching the Victorian state team. Aurelia will be the 5th baton 
carrier in the Torquay section of the baton relay. 
To assist you, I have included below the estimated arrival and departure of the rolling road closures. 
 
·      Eton Rd – 2:30pm-3:05pm 
·      Beach Rd (Between Eton Rd and Baines Crt) – 2:45pm-3:05pm 
·      Beach Rd (Between Baines Crt and Surf Coast Hwy) – 2:45pm-3:15pm 
·      Surf Coast Hwy (Between Beach Rd and Bristol Rd – 3:10pm- 3:25pm 
·      Bristol Rd (Between Surf Coast Hwy and Pearl St ) – 3:15pm-3:35pm 
·      Pearl St – 3:15pm-3:40pm 
·      Gilbert St (between Pearl St and The Esplanade) – 3:30pm- 3:40pm 
·      The Esplanade (between Gilbert St and Bell St) – 3:30pm- 3:45pm 
·      Bell St (between Pride St and Anzac Drive) – 3:30pm- 3:45pm) 
Access to and departure from Baines Crt will be affected between 2.45pm and 3.25pm although one end of Baines Crt 
will remain open at all times. Parking will also be restricted between 3.00pm and 5.00pm on the beach side of The 
Esplanade between Gilbert St and Bell St. 
 

Impacts to Public Transport –Queens Baton Relay Monday February 12 2018 

The Anglesea bus may leave a little bit later than usual but other than that we don’t anticipate any other 
disruptions to our buses. Any concerns contact the Bus company directly on the numbers below. 
 
Contacts: 
Jim Lawson – Surf Coast Shire 0401 297 471 
David Robe- Coles Coaches 5243 8772 (Anglesea Bus) 
Ben Sangster- McHarry's Buslines Pty. Ltd. 5223 2111 
Graham Buckland –Christians Buses 5255 5800 
 
 Important Details: 
1. There will be a rolling road closure for the Queen’s Baton Relay that will impact on your normal pick up arrangements 
2. Avoid Eton Road as it will be closed to vehicles from 2.30pm- 3.05pm 
3. Grossmans Rd will be open but it won’t be accessible from Eton or Beach Rd at pickup time 
4. If practical, meeting your child/children and walking home will be best option on Monday February 12 
5. If you need to pick your children up in a vehicle, park on a nearby street away from the School and utilise a supervised 

school crossing 
6. If you would like to see the start of the relay, arrive early (before 2.30pm) and find a park. 
7. School Bus Services will operate as normal, however there may be short delays with higher volumes of vehicles in 

Torquay 
8.  The streets will open very quickly after the Queens Baton Relay has departed Surf Coast College. 



Library News:  
Welcome to the Library 2018.  
All students have access to the Library located in their learning area. Children use the Library to support reading and 
learning daily, as well as the enjoyment of reading. While using their Library during learning time, students are expected 
to borrow books to take home weekly. We have a vast range of books to engage every child. 
Library Borrowing Days are: 
Prep -Thursday 
1/2 - Tuesday 
3/4 - Wednesday 
5/6 - Anytime 
Our books are for sharing, please encourage your child to take care of Library books and return them for more. Even tell a 
friend about a book they’ve enjoyed. 
We hope all students will explore, read, enjoy and love their Library.  
For enquiries please email: thudson@sttorquay.catholic.edu.au 
 
Sport News: 
St Therese School Cross Country 
On Friday February 16, all students will again travel by bus, this time down to Torquay Main Beach, to 
participate in the annual St Therese Cross Country Day. Students will complete over distances ranging 
from 500m to 3km all over a challenging sandy course. It is always a good day and a great venue to 
watch and support the students, so again we would love to see as many parents, relatives and friends 
down at the beach as possible. The Prep students will be the first students to compete this year and we 
hope to begin their race around 9.30am.  However this will depend on the tide. The final event of the day will be the 12 
and 13 Year old girls and boys will conclude the day. A more detailed timetable will be released prior to the event. 
 
Geelong North and Bellarine Division Primary Schools Swimming Championships 
On March 14, the Geelong North and Bellarine Division Primary Schools Swimming Championships will be held at the 
Kardinia Aquatic Centre. St Therese is looking for students, aged 8 or older, who are strong swimmers to represent our 
school at this event. 
Unfortunately, each school can only enter two students in each event so some students may have to miss out. However, I 
will try to accommodate as many students as possible and if students are unable to compete in the individual events, they 
may be able to represent St Therese in a relay event. 
Parents must have entries for this event submitted to me by February 24 to allow sufficient time to finalise our team. 
Could I ask that families of students who wish to compete email me informing me of the event/s that they would like their 
child to compete in, their child’s age group and the accurate qualifying times that their child has recorded for each event. 
Please note times must be done in a 50m pool. If you are unable to do so please state that it has been done in a 25m pool 
for adjustments. 
If you have any other questions, please do not hesitate to speak to me at school or contact me via email. 
lkentish@sttorquay.catholic.edu.au  
Qualifying Times for Individual Events 
Freestyle 
9/10 Years Boys 1 min 00sec 9/10 Years Girls 1 min 00 sec 
11 Years Boys 0 min 55 sec 11 Years Girls 0 min 55 sec 
12/13 Years Boys 0 min 55sec 12/13 Years Girls 0 min 55 sec 
Backstroke  
9/10 Years Boys 1 min 08 sec 9/10 Years Girls 1 min 08 sec 
11 Years Boys 1 min 05 sec 11 Years Girls 1 min 05 sec 
12/13 Years Boys 1 min 05sec 12/13 Years Girls 1 min 05 sec 
Breaststroke 
9/10 Years Boys 1 min 15 sec 9/10 Years Girls 1 min 15 sec 
11 Years Boys 1 min 12 sec 11 Years Girls 1 min 12sec 
12/13 Years Boys 1 min 12 sec 12/13 Years Girls 1 min 12 sec 
Butterfly 
9/10 Years Boys 1 min 20sec 9/10 Years Girls 1 min 20 sec 
11 Years Boys 1 min 10 sec 11 Years Girls 1 min 10 sec 
12/13 Years Boys 1 min 10sec 12/13 Years Girls 1 min 10 sec 

mailto:thudson@sttorquay.catholic.edu.au


School Sports Victoria State Trials Information 
School Sport Victoria (SSV) provides the opportunity for talented children to complete a series of trials towards the 
ultimate goal of achieving selection in a Victorian Representative Team. Students turning 10, 11 or 12 years of age in 
2018 are eligible to trial. Children who are ultimately selected during this Statewide process will play in a National 
Carnival representing Victoria (levies often apply). See SSV website for specific information. 
These trials form part of School Sport Victoria’s Gifted and Talented program and are not ‘come and try’ opportunities. 
Each child is trialling for a state team and as such we must attest to each child’s athleticism, skill level and school 
behaviour.  There are limited spaces with each sport only asking a nomination of maximum of 2 or 3 students from each 
school. 
In 2018, the registration process must be completed online by the parent of the registered student for the following sports 
but not limited to: 
Australian Rules Football:  I can not find the form so students wishing to try out for this please send me a personal 
email requesting the opportunity to trial 
Soccer 
Basketball 
Netball 
Cricket 
Softball 
Tennis 
Volleyball 
Students wishing to trial for the above sports must go onto the SSV website, fill out the appropriate forms and get them to 
me by February 23. 
Do not pay any registration fees online unless I, the sports coordinator, have approved your child.  These fees are non 
refundable. 
 Please note that if your child/children’s chosen sport is not listed above please go to the SSV website and see when 
registration dates close. 
Once you have your school endorsement, register by visiting the School Sport Victoria Website 
http://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/ Click on the Team VIC icon Click on the Sport link Click on the ‘12 Years and Under’ 
Register Now button 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Leigh Kentish, Sports Coordinator lkentish@sttorquay.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
After Hours School Care: 
 

Flexible Booking Options Now 
Available at Camp Australia 
At Camp Australia, we understand how busy life can be, and we 
heard you when you said you needed more flexibility to help with 
the ups and downs of everyday life. To support parents, we have introduced new Flexible Booking Options which allow 
parents more flexibility and choice over bookings. 
When developing these options, we thought about how all parents using Outside School Hours Care have different needs 
– so we have created three custom membership options designed to meet the needs of: 
·         Parents with a predictable, regular schedule who are looking to reduce costs; 
·         Parents who want peace of mind that they can make changes when they need to; 
·         Parents who are happy with their current arrangement may receive no changes 
In addition to new membership options, we have introduced a new Casual booking option through the Flex-e-Care 
(e-card), where you can pre-purchase ten Casual sessions at a discounted Casual rate, make bookings up to 2 hours prior 
to session throughout the term. 
  
How Do I Find Out More About Camp Australia’s Flexible Booking Options? 
For more information about how these new Flexible Booking Options can benefit you, please visit 
www.campaustralia.com.au/flexibility, or come and chat to the OSHC team. 
We are so excited to launch these new booking options at your school – hope to see you in service soon! 

mailto:lkentish@sttorquay.catholic.edu.au
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 The Camp Australia Team. 
Community News: 
 

 
Red Dragon Kung Fu 
Since 1993 Gino has been studying and practicing Kung Fu. At Red Dragon Kung Fu we teach Northern and Southern 
systems. 
Come and Join us @ Torquay College (The Stadium) 45-55 Grossmans Road, Torquay, 3228. Classes are held Saturdays 
during the school term 1pm-2pm (Northern Shaolin), 2pm-3pm (Wing Chun), free trial class and for more information 
contact Gino on 0448331979 https://zagpe1.wixsite.com/reddragonkungfu 
 

 

https://zagpe1.wixsite.com/reddragonkungfu

